Newspaper Clips
March 4, 2014

HT.COM 4.03.2014 p-6




HINDUSTAN ND 04-Mar-14 p-6

Page 2 of 9



Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA
IIT-Kharagpur designs blueprint for clutter-free Gariahat hawker zone

TNHN | Mar 4, 2014, 01.43 AWM IST

KOLKATA: The pavements on both sides of Rashbehari Avenue are soon going to get a new look. The
architecture department of the Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur has taken it upon itself to give
an international facelift to four stretches of Gariahat.

The project is sponsored by the Union ministry of human resources development and is being
supported by the state urban development department. Interestingly, while hawkers have generally
been considered encroachers in Kolkata, this is perhaps the first time when a state-backed project aims
at formalizing the status of hawkers and talks about a creative economy around Gariahat.

"The hawkers of Gariahat are a post 1047 phenomenon. They exist alongside regular shop owners on the

same stretch. They have been part of the city's economy for long despite efforts to evict them, some of

these efforts being state sponsored. Now, both the Centre and state have decided to accept the existence

of hawkers as a community that generates its own income and need to be formalized,” said Joy Sen, a
faculty of the architecture department of the institute. The idea is to make Gariahat a habitable and serviceable zone and turn the hub of shoppers into a
tourist attraction.

Models of hawkers’ zones in Tokyo in front of the Asakusa Temple and those of Malaysia and Thailand are being considered to come up with a unique
design at the architecture labs of the institute. The design aims at creating zones based on different categories of items on sale. It will showcase Bengal
specific urban and rural architecture in the stalls that will be uniform with specific areas for selling and storing to avoid any type of clutter.

"We are dividing the items to be sold broadly into categories such as textiles, home linen, handicrafts, houseware, eatables, etc. These will be under
specific zones. Proper street furniture, uniform and attractive lighting, landscaping to punctuate the stalls are planned to make the zone lively and
entertaining,” Sen said, adding that the project cost of Rs 5 crore is being borne jointly by the Credai and Indian Chamber of Commeree, under the aegis
of the MHRD.

State urban development minister Firhad Hakim welcomed the IIT initiative to give a decent look to Gariahat pavements. Debasis Kumar, member,
mayor-in-council, who is overseeing the KMC parks department, felt that the initiative would bear fruit only if the hawkers are consulted. "Itis a very
positive move on the part of the Union human resources development ministry. It will definitely make Gariahat a better place for pedestrians as well as
hawkers. But, we need to take the hawkers into our confidence and listen to them before implementing the project,” Kumar said. Hakim said that he
was yet to get details of the project.

Mayor Sovan Chatterjee said that the Kolkata Municipal Corporation was providing kiosks to hawkers in some areas to prevent pavement

encroachment. "We have introduced model kiosks at Harish Mukherjee Road, opposite SSKM Hospital. The same model could be followed at Gariahat
too,” Chatterjee said.
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Why very few Indian institutions make it to global rankings
lists

Tuesday, 4 March 2014 - 8:00am IST | Agency: DNA
Every year, only a few Indian institutions feature among the global top 50 ranking. Gauri Rane finds out why

This year, only four Indian institutions feature among the global top 50 in the recently released QS World
University Rankings. The institutions- 1IT-Bombay, I1T-Delhi, 1IT-Madras and Indian Institute of Science
(11Sc)- have been rated by subject area. While there is cause to celebrate this, experts and academicians say that
these rankings aren't of much significance. They are of the opinion that it is not that our universities are not up
to the mark, or cannot compete with their global counter parts. "It is just that the ranking criteria are more based
on western norms and not the nuances of the emerging markets," explains TV Mohandas Pai, chairman, Indian
Centre for Assesment and Accreditation. Professor RK Shevgaonkar, director 1IT-Delhi, agrees. "Parameters
used by ranking organisations are more suitable for the western education system and hence though there is
certain joy about being ranked we will fall short in some way or the other," he says.

The global rankings are usually based on various parameters like student-faculty ratio, citations by faculty
members, international student and faculty exchange and, academic and employer reputation of the institute.
Going by this it is hard to believe that only a few Indian universities make it to the list. And when they do, they
make a mark only in certain disciplines.

Although India has 42 central universities, 285 state universities, 130 deemed universities and 125 private
universities, why is it that only a few make it to the coveted list? Critics attribute this to a lack of international
standards in our institutes. They say that more institutions should benchmark themselves against the best in the
world and endeavour to get into the top slot. "Our big universities have become too narrowly focused as many
institutions have become separate specialised entities,” observes Pai. Shevgaonkar adds, "There is no
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collaboration/ coordination within the university departments, hence the progress of one is not the progress of
all.”

Danny Byrne, senior education editor, QS gives a lowdown on the QS world rankings by subject. "Launched in
2011 these rankings provide a targeted exercise that is more responsive to the strengths of smaller institutions
and those that specialise in a particular field or range of disciplines,” he informs. The rankings look at 30
different disciplines, and ranks the top 200 institutions in each based on a combination of academic reputation,
employer reputation and research citations. Shevgaonkar disagrees with Byrne. "There needs to be a better
understanding of what the institute can contribute. We would like to be recognised for the institution's
contribution to the country,” he says.

Why is it that not even a single Indian institute features in the "all-round top institutes" category? Byrne
explains that institutes do not apply to get ranked. "Our data comes from two main sources: our reputational
surveys, in which over 90,000 academics and employers worldwide tell us their views on the best institutions
within a given subject area, and research citations.” Academics, he says, are not allowed to nominate their own
institution.

Experts however, sing a different tune. They say that usually the data used for ranking is collected from the
websites of the institutes, and not many institutes have comprehensive websites. Pai agrees, "We need to
improve the quality of data that goes online, market our institutions better, open up to global faculty and global
students.” Shevgaonkar says, "While it is not our policy, we need to encourage international students for
admissions."

Despite limitations, the four institutes have managed to make a mark. So what is it that other institutes should
do to achieve this feat? Academicians suggest that institutes should focus on being the best in academics. "It is
not that we lag far behind from our foreign counterparts, but there is a definite need to improve in more than
one area," advises Shevgaonkar.

Shegaonkar is bang on dot. Obviously we should not yet compare our institutions to a 378 year old Harvard or
an 805 year old Cambridge, but surely we may aim to get there soon.
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IIM, IIT and several varsities to come up in Seemandhra

V RISHI KUMAR
AMIT MITRA

A Central urtversity, a petrolewm urtiversity, an agricultural wriversity and a tribal wiversity have also been proposed
Hyderabad, March 3:

Indian Institute of Management, Indian Institute of Technology, AIIMS, IIIT and several universities, including the
Central and tribal universities, are proposed to be set up in the Seemandhra region.

These institutions will be set up by the Centre in the to-be carved out residual state of Andhra Pradesh (Seemandhra
region).

The AP Reorganisation Bill 2014, which received Presidential assent last week, has many provisions that seek to
address the Seemandhra concerns. They cover issues such as Hyderabad as a common capital for 10 vears, special
responsibility of Governor and retention of existing ad mission quotas in the educational institutions for a period of 10
vears.

During a recent interaction here, Union Minister for Rural Development Jairam Ramesh said the Centre had putin
place many provisions that ensure that the See mandhra region is not affected by the division. These include special
status for five years, tax subsidies for new industries for 10 years, and setting up of several major institutions.

Apart from bridging the finance gap and also making provisions for funds, as a part of the overall package and to
provide a boost to the Seemandhra region with quality higher education facilities, it is proposed to set up one Indian
Institute of Technology, International Institute of Information Technology, Indian Institute of Science Education and
Research, National Institute of Technology and National Institute of Disaster Management.

Itis also proposed to set up four universities — a Central university, a petroleum university, an agricultural university
and a tribal university.

With the Andhra Pradesh Government seeking to develop the Kakinada-Visakhapatnam as a petroche mical hub and
corridor, the setting of a petroleum university will help meet the requirement of the region.

With most of the super-speciality hospitals located in Hyderabad, the government has also proposed to setup an
AITMS-type super-speciality hospital-cum-teaching facility.

In the recent Union Cabinet meeting it was also decided to set up a National Institute of Design in Seemandhra. This
was initially proposed to be established close to Hyderabad.

(This article was published on March 3, 2014)

Printable versicn | Mar 4, 2014 12:02:16 PM | http:/ fwww.thehindubusinessline.com/industry-and-economy/education flim-iit-and-several-varsities-to-comm:
up-in-seemandhra/article g746840.202 @ The Hindu Business Lir
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